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Preamble

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Recalling resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations 3 (1) of 13
February 1946 and 170 (11) of 31 October 1947 on the extradition and punishment of
war criminals, resolution 95 (1) of 11 December 1946 affirming the principles of
international law recognized by the Charter of the International Military Tribunal,
Nurnberg, and the judgement of the Tribunal, and resolutions 2184 (XXI) of 12
December 1966 and 2202(XXI) of 16 December 1966 which expressly condemned as
crimes against humanity the violation of the economic and political rights of the
indigenous population on the one hand and the policies of apartheid on the other,

Recalling resolutions of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 1074 D
(XXXI1X) of 28 July 1965 and 1158 (XLI) of 5 August 1966 on the punishment of war
criminals and of persons who have committed crimes against humanity,

Noting that none of the solemn declarations, instruments or conventions relating to the
prosecution and punishment of war crimes and crimes against humanity made provision
for a period of limitation,

Considering that war crimes and crimes against humanity are among the gravest crimes
in international law,

Convinced that the effective punishment of war crimes and crimes against humanity is
an important element in the prevention of such crimes, the protection of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, the encouragement of confidence, the furtherance of co-
operation among peoples and the promotion of international peace and security,

Noting that the application to war crimes and crimes against humanity of the rules of
municipal law relating to the period of limitation for ordinary crimes is a matter of serious
concern to world public opinion, since it prevents the prosecution and punishment of
persons responsible for those crimes,



Recognizing that it is necessary and timely to affirm in international law, through this
Convention, the principle that there is no period of limitation for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, and to secure its universal application,

Have agreed as follows:
Article |

No statutory limitation shall apply to the following crimes, irrespective of the date of their
commission:

(a)War crimes as they are defined in the Charter of the International Military
Tribunal, Nurnberg, of 8 August 1945 and confirmed by resolutions 3 (1) of 13
February 1946 and 95 (1)of 11 December 1946 of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, particularly the to grave breaches" enumerated in the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection of war victims;

(b)Crimes against humanity whether committed in time of war or in time of peace
as they are defined in the Charter of the International Military Tribunal, Nurnberg,
of 8 August 1945 and confirmed by resolutions 3 (1) of 13 February 1946 and 95
(1) of 11 December 1946 of the General Assembly of the United Nations, eviction
by armed attack or occupation and inhuman acts resulting from the policy of
apartheid, and the crime of genocide as defined in the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, even if such acts do not
constitute a violation of the domestic law of the country in which they were
committed.

Article 2

If any of the crimes mentioned in article | is committed, the provisions of this Convention
shall apply to representatives of the State authority and private individuals who, as
principals or accomplices, participate in or who directly incite others to the commission
of any of those crimes, or who conspire to commit them, irrespective of the degree of
completion, and to representatives of the State authority who tolerate their commission.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Convention undertake to adopt all necessary domestic
measures, legislative or otherwise, with a view to making possible the extradition, in
accordance with international law, of the persons referred to in article 11 of this
Convention.

Article 4

The States Parties to the present Convention undertake to adopt, in accordance with
their respective constitutional processes, any legislative or other measures necessary to
ensure that statutory or other limitations shall not apply to the prosecution and
punishment of the crimes referred to in articles 1 and 2 of this Convention and that,
where they exist, such limitations shall be abolished.

Article 5



This Convention shall, until 31 December 1969, be open for signature by any State
Member of the United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies or of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, by any State Party to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been invited by the
General Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to this Convention.

Article 6

This Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 7

This Convention shall be open to accession by any State referred to in article 5.
Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary- General of the United
Nations.

Article 8

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of the
deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the tenth instrument
of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the deposit of the
tenth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force
on the ninetieth day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of
ratification or accession.

Article 9

1. After the expiry of a period of ten years from the date on which this Convention
enters into force, a request for the revision of the Convention may be made at
any time by any Contracting Party by means of a notification in writing addressed
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps, if any,
to be taken in respect of such a request.

Article 10

1. This Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of this
Convention to all States referred to in article 5.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in
article V of the following particulars:

(a)Signatures of this Convention, and instruments of ratification and accession
deposited under articles 5, 6 and 7;

(b)The date of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with article 8;



(c)Communications received under article 9.
Article 11

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are
equally authentic, shall bear the date of 26 November 1968.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized for that purpose, have
signed this Convention.
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Lwhuwpwlu
Untju Unuytughwjh dwulwyhg wbwnnipjniuutpp,

YyuwywlyngsGrny Uhwynpwéd wagbiph Juwquwytpwnipjwl Giluwynp wuwdpbuwjh’
wWwwnbpwgdwywlu hwugwagnpdubphu hwudubnt - wwwndbint JwuhU 1946pR. thGinpdwnph 13-
h 3(I) - 1947p. hnyunGdptph 31-h 170 (Il) pwUwbé-Epp, Uynipupbpgh Uhswqqwjhlu nwgdwlwl
nwwnwnwuh Ywunuwnpnipjwdp - Ywnwpwluh nwunwydnny dwuwswéd vhpwqguwjhl
hpwyntuph uygpniuplbpp hwuwnwwnnn 1946 . nGywnGdptph 11-h 95 (I) pwlwé-p - 1966p8.
nGywntGdptnph 12-h 2184 (XXI) - 1966p. nGywnEUptnph 16-h 2202 (XXI) pwUwéa-Gnp, npnlp,
npwbu dwpnyniejwl nbGd ninnywé hwugwagnpénientlltp, hunwy YEpwyny nwunwwwpunnd
Gu, Uh ynnuhg, nmtnwywu puwysnipjwl inunbuwlwl - pwnwpwywlu hpwyntuputph
fuwhuwnnidp -, Jjnu Yynnuhg, wwwpunhtinh pwnwpwywuntenilp,

YyuwywlynsgGyny Uhwdnnwé wagbph Yuwquwytpwnipjwlu SunGuwlywu -
unghwiwywu funphpnh® ywwnbpwgdwywlu hwugwagnpsdubpht - dwpnyniejwl nGd ninnywé
hwugwagnpénip)niulbp uunwpwéd wudwlg ywwndh Jwuhlu 1965@. hnithuh 28-h 1074 D
(XXXIX) - 1966. ognuinnuh 5-h 1158 (XLI) pwlwé-Epp,

Wwbinyg, nn wwwnbpwgUuwywu hwugwagnnpénientuutph - dwpnynipjwl ntd ninnywé
hwugwagnnpénie)niuubph hwdwn hGnwwundwl - wwwndh dwuhU hwunhuwynp
hngwlwanptphg, thwuwnwenretphg Ywu Ynuytughwutphg n¢ UGyp ¢h pnuinuynid
JwnGuniejwl dwdyGwnhu yGpwptpnn npnype,

hwuwntiny, nn wwwnbpwqlwlwl hwugwagnpénientlltpp - Jwpnynipjwl nGd
ninnywé hwugwannénientlutpp, dhpwqgquwihu hpwyniuph hwdwawjl, dwupwagnyu
hwugwagnpénip)niultn G,

hwunqywé (hUGInY, np Wwwinbpwqguwlwu hwugwagnnpénip)nilutph - Jwpnynepjwl



nGU nunnwé hwugwagnnpénipintbubph hwdwn wpryniuwybn wwwnhdp Ywp-np gnpénlu £
wjnophuwy hwugwagnnpénie)nibutpp Ywupubint, Jwpnnt hpwyntupubpp - hhduwpwp
wquwwnnipntulGpp Www2wwwlbnt, Junwhnie)ntup fupwpunwutint, dnnnynipnutbph dhe-
hwdwagnpbéwygnipjwul wewlygbint - UhpwqgqwjhU uwnwnniejwul nt wuynwugnipjwup
LUwwuwnbnt hwdwn,

Wwbnyg, nn wwwnbpwgUuwywu hwugwagnnpénieniuutph - dwpnynipjwl ntd ninnywé
hwlugwagnnpénieniulbEph Lwwndwdp JunbGunipjwl dwdytnh® undgnpuwywu
hwugwagnpénip)niuutph YGpwptpnn UEpwEwwU hpwywywl Unpdtph Yhpwnnodp



hwdwhuwnphwjht hwuwpwlwlwl Ywpshph |ntpg dinwhngnipjwl hwpg £, pwuh np nw
fungpunnunnid £ wynwhuh hwugwagnpénie)niutph ywwnwpdwl hwdwp ywunwuhiwlbwunnt
wlbdwlg hGnmwwundwlUl nL ywuwnadhl,

punntuGny, np wuhpwdt2wn nL intnhu £ unyb Unuytughwih Jhengny vhpwaqquwjhu
hpwynitupnud uwhdwlut] wwwnbpwqlwlwl hwugwagnpénipniulbph - dJwpnynipjwu ntd
ninnywé hwugwannpénientuutph Uywwndwdp JunGuniejwl dwdybun syhpwnbint
uygpntbpp - wywhnybint npw hwdpunhwunwp Yyphpwnnedp,

hwdwéwyubtghl UGnpnhhojwh pning.

Innjus 1
Jwnbunipjwl ng Uh dwdlybwn, wujwp Yuunwnpdwl dwdwuwyhg, sh Yphpwnynd
hGwn-jw| hwugwagnpénip)niulbEph Uywwndwdp.

(@) wwwbpwquwlwl hwlugwagnpénie)niulbph, huswybu npwup uwhdwuytb) Gu
Ujnipuptpgh Uhswqawjhtu nwgquwlwl nwunwpwuh 1945@. ognuwnnuh 8-h
ywunuwnpnigjwdp - hwunwwnytb] U Uhwynpwéd waggbph ywquwyGpwnipjwl Ghuwynn
wuwdplGwih 1946p. thtinpywph 13-h 3 (I) - 1946pR. nGywnEUpGnh 11-h 95(1) pwUwbé-Gpny,
dwulwynpwwbu, Mwwnbpwaqdh gnhtph ww2wnwwunipjwl dwuhUu 1949p. ognhuwinnuh 12-h
du-h ynuytughwubpnid pywnpyywé « nLpg puwhunnidutphy»,

(b) Jwpnynipjwl nGd ninnywéd hwugwagnpénientllbph® wulywhu Upwuhg,
wwwnyb] GU WwwnbGpwquh, rE vwnwn dwdwuwy, huswtu npwup uwhdwuyb| Gu
Ujnipuptpgh Uhgpwqgwjhu nwgquwwl nwunwpwUuh 1945p. ognuwnnnuh 8-h
ywunuwnpnipgjwdp - hwunmwwnytb] U Uhwynpwé wggbph ywquwybpwnipjwu S uwynp
wuwdp|Gwih 1946p. thtnpwph 13-h 3(I) - 1946. nEYwnGUpLph 11-h 95(1) pwUwa-Gnny,
ghujwé hwpdwydwlu wu oyntwwghwih dvhegngny wpunwpudwl - wwywpuhbinh
pwnwpwywuntejwlu htGwn-wupny wudwnpnywjhu gnpénnniejntllbph Nt gnwuwwuntpwu
hwugwagnpénipjwl, huswbu uwhdwujwé £ SGnwuwwuniejwl hwlugwagnpédnip)niup
wUhiwpqgbGint - ywuwndbint dJwuhU 1948p. ynuybughwjnid, Grbt wuqwd wjn
gnpénnnieinLtUutpp s6U hwdwnynwd wju Gpynph UGpwENwywl hpwynituph fuwhunned, npntn
npwlp ywwnwpyb) Gu:

INnnyu s 2

1-hUu hnnJwénwd hppwwnwyywsé hwugwagnnpénie)niuutphg gwulwgwdh Juwnwndwl
nGwpntd untju UnudGughwjih npnyrUtpp Yhpwnynd GU WEwlwl hofuwuntejwl
utGpywjwgnighsubph - wnwudhU wudwug Lwwndwdp, npnup, npwbu hwugwagnpénipE)nLu
wwwnpnnutp jwd hwugwyhgutp, dwubwygnd U uwd wudhpwywunpBUu npnnud GU wy|
wldwug' ywwnwnbnt wyn hwugwagnpénip)nilutnhg gwuwgwén, Ywd hpwhpnd GU npwlg
wuwnwpnudp® wuywh wywpnywénipjwl wunhdwlhg, - wju wGwnwlywl hofuwuntpjwl
uGpywjwgnighsutph Uwwndwdp, npp RNy £y npwug Juwnwnpnudp:



AInnjws 3

Untjbu Unuytughwjh Jwulwyhg wGwnnipintuutpp wwpunwynpdned GU punniuty
onGuunpwywl Ywd wy puntjph pninp wuhpwdb2wn UGpwGwnwlywl Jhengubnp® huwpwynp
nwnd&ubint unyu Unuytughwih 2-pn hnnwénd LpJwéd wubdwlug hwudunidp Uhowqauihu
hpwynituph hwdwaéwju:

AInnjw s 4

Untju UnbdtGughwjh dwutwyhg wtwnnipyntuutpp wwpunwdnpdnid Gu hptug
uwhdwlwnpwywlu pupwgwlywnpght hwdwwwunwuppwl punnitub] gwulwgwéd opGuunpwywu
ywd wy dhgngutp, npnup wuhpwdtywn U wwywhnybint, np Junbuniejwl Ywd wy|
dwJytwnubpp ¢yhpwnytlu unyu Unuybughwjh 1-hu - 2-pn hnnwdubpnud LpJwé
hwugwagnpénip)niuutnh hwdwnp hGnwwundwl - wwwndh Uywwndwdp, - npwtugh Ldwu
dwulybwnubpp yEpwgdtbu wjuntn, npinkbn npwup gnjnipntl nLutu:

AInnjws 5

Unyu Unudtughwu Jhug- 1969p. nEYwintGdptph 31-p pwg £ unnpugpdwu Uhwdnpywé
wqabph ywguwytpwnipjwl gwlwgwd wunwd wtwnnipjwl juwd Upw Jwulwghunwgywd
hwuwnwuwunnientlutph gwujwgwé wunwuh Ywd Winndwjhlu EuGpghwh vhpwqgujhu
hwuwnwuwnnipjwl wunwuh, Uhswqgw htu nwwnwpwuh unwwnnunh Jwulwyhg gwulywgwé
wEwnipjwlu - gwuwgwéd wjl wtwnnipjwl hwdwn, nnp Uhwynpywé wqagbph
uwauwybpwnipjwlu Guwynp wuwdpbwih ynnuhg hpwyhpyt £ nwnuwint untju
Unuytughwjh Jwulwyhg:

Innjus 6
Uniu UnudtGughwl Gupwyw £ Jwybpwgdwl: Jdwybpwagnptplu h wwh Gu hwuduynwd
Uhwynpwé wqabph yuglwybpwnipgjwlu S fuwynp pwpwnninwphu:

INnnjyus 7

Unyu UnudytGughwt pwg E Jhwlwint 5-pn hnndwénid Ldwéd gwulwgwéd wbwnnipjwlu
hwdwp: Uhwlwnt hwunwpenrtpu h ywh U hwuduynid Uhwynpywé wagqbph
Yuwagdwytpwnipgjwlu Qpuwynp pwpnninwphu:

AInnjus 8

1. Unpu UnudtGughwlu nidh Jbg £ dinuntd tnwultpnpn Jwybpwahpp ywd Jhwlwpnt
dwuhU thwuwnwpeninep Uhwynpwd wqgbph yuquwytGpwnipjwl Qpuwydnp pwpunninunphu h
wwh hwldubnitg hGuinn hubuntubpnpn onp:

2. 3nLpwpwlginp whwnnipjwu hwdwnp, npp JwyGpwgunwd £ unyu UnudGughwu Yud
Jhwuntd £ UupwU wnmwulitpnnpn ywytpwahpp wd Jhwlbwint dwuhU thwuwnwpnrh h wwh
hwuadUtinLg hGwnn, unyu Unuybughwl ndh Jbe £ Jnunwd hp JuwyGpwahpp Ywd Jhwlwnt
JwuhU thwuwnwpeninpeU h wwh hwudubnt opjwlhg hGwnn hubuniuGpnpn onn:

AInnjus 9



1. Unyu UnudytGughwjh ndh Jte dinubint onjwlhg nmwubwdjw dwdybunp pwlwintg
hGwnn gwuywgwd Mwjdwuwynpynn wbwnniejntt gwulwgwd dwdwlwy Yunnn E
utGpywjwgut unyu Unuytughwih yEpwuwjdwu puunpwlp® Uhwynpdwé waqqbph
Juwquwybpwnipjwlu Qpuwynp pwpinninwphtu éwuncgbint Jhengny:

2. Uhwynpwé wagagbph ywguwytGnpwnipgjwl Gpuwynp wuwdpGwlu npn2nud £, G
huswhuh Uhgngutin wtwp t dGrUwpyytlu wjnwhuh fuunpwuph yGpwptipjwy:

Innjwus 10
1. Unyu Unuytughwtu h wwh £ hwuduynid Uhwynpywé wqqgbph Jugdwybpwniejwl

Q{puwynn pwpwnnLnwnhu:

2. Uhwynpywé wqabph JugUwyGpwnipgjwl QG fuwynp pwpnninwpp ungu
UnudtGughwjh hwunwwnywd YwndEuutnu ninwpynd £ 5-pn hnndwénid Ugwé pninp
wGwnienLuutphu:

3. Uhwynnywé wagtiph ywauwybpwynipjwl Gijuwdnp pwpwintnwpp 5-pn
hnnjwénid Upgwé pninp whbwnneejntuuGphu nbGnGywgund £ hGn-jwih Jwuhpl.

(@) unyu YUnugbughwl unnpwaqpbnt - 5, 6 - 7-nn hnnywélutphu hwdwwwwnwuhuwu
h
wwh hwududwéd Juwybpwaptph - Jhwuwint yGpwpbpjw hwunwenprtph Jwupl,

(b) unyu Unuytughwjh' 8-pn hnnwdhu hwdwwwwnwuhiwl nidh Uk dinubint opjw
dwuhl,

(¢) 9-pn hnnywéhu hwdwwwwnwupuwl unwgywéd hwnnpnnudutnh Jwuhu:

AInnjws 11
Untju UnuytGughwl, nph wugGptl, huywubptu, shuwptu, nnubptu - $pwuubptu
nGpuintpp hwywuwnpwannp Gu, rywanynwd £ 1968 . UnjGuptph 26-hl:

b hwydwuwnnwdu nph* wjn bwwwnwyny ywwnpwdnptU (hwagnpywé UGppnunnpwagnjwiubpu
unnpwantighu uniu Unuytughwu:

TQupliwgnh wwpwnnbiwlwl huybn&l pwngdwlnipinilp inpwdwnnty £
Uhswaqquyht ppwintlph huwyywlwl pbybpwlgnipnilp:



